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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Navy’s Self Defense Test Ship to be Towed to Hawaii for Deep Water Sink Exercise

After 47 years of illustrious service to the United States Navy, the former USS Decatur (DDG 31) will depart Port Hueneme on April 28 at 10:00 and spend her final days at sea on her way to Hawaii. Fleet Ocean Tug, USNS SIOUX (T-ATF 171) will tow Decatur to Hawaii where she will reside until she is used in a live-fire training sink-exercise this summer. 

Assigned to Naval Surface Warfare Center Port Hueneme Division as the Navy’s Self Defense Test Ship since 1994, Decatur’s mission was to support self-defense engineering and test and evaluation without the safety constraints and in-port problems that are associated with manned ships. 

During typical operations, launched threats attack the SDTS and the combat or weapon system being tested responds to these threats in defense of the ship. The predetermined attack is actually aimed at a decoy barge pulled 150 feet behind the test ship to protect the ship and its assets. During unmanned operations, all personnel are removed from the ship by helicopter and navigation is performed by remote control from NAVAIR Weapons Division at Point Mugu while combat systems are controlled from NSWC PHD’s Surface Warfare Engineering Facility. 

The Navy’s new Test Ship, decommissioned Guided Missile Destroyer, Paul F. Foster (DDG 964) is assigned to NSWC PHD and will become fully operational in January 2005.

Foster is currently undergoing modifications and installations to better perform her mission of test and evaluation of current combat, weapon, and ship defense systems. 

Decatur was commissioned December 7, 1956 and is named after a prominent figure in naval history, Commodore Stephen Decatur who is hailed for his heroic efforts in the War of 1812. During active duty, Decatur participated in numerous training exercises and deployments. She participated in NATO Operation Strikeback in 1957 making port calls to Largs and Rosyth, Scotland. She operated with the 6th Fleet for a tour of duty in the Mediterranean, participated in antisubmarine exercises, and sailed on a cruise that took her north of the Arctic Circle though the Mediterranean and the Suez Canal into the Arabian Sea and the Indian Ocean. Operating in support of carrier battle groups, amphibious groups or replenishment groups, the Destroyer’s primary mission was anti-submarine warfare, anti-air warfare and anti-surface warfare. 
Located at the Naval Base Ventura County Port Hueneme base, NSWC PHD, is the Navy’s premier in-service engineering and logistics center and has been in existence for over 40 years. NSWC PHD provides test and evaluation, in-service engineering, and integrated logistics support for weapon systems installed in the United States Navy fleet, United States Coast Guard fleet, and many foreign Navy fleets. NSWC PHD’s mission is to provide safe, effective, and affordable weapon systems that enable ships and sailors to fight and win.

For further information, contact the NSWC Port Hueneme Public Affairs Media Representative at 805-228-6150.
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