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STUDENTS TO GRADUATE FROM

NAVSEA PORT HUENEME SURFACE WARFARE CENTER DIVISION’S 

PRE-ENGINEERING PROGRAM

In a special afternoon ceremony on May 17, fifteen students from the Oxnard Union High School District will graduate from NAVSEA Port Hueneme Surface Warfare Center Division’s Pre-Engineering Program. During the graduation ceremony, which will take place at Pacifica High School in Oxnard at 4:00, NAVSEA Port Hueneme command leadership will present students with certificates of achievement for successful completion of the twelve-week program. Invited to attend the ceremony are high school administrators, counselors, and teachers; district representatives; parents; and NAVSEA Port Hueneme’s Pre-engineering Program instructors and command leaders.

The Pre-Engineering Program, an educational partnership between NAVSEA Port Hueneme and the school district, is designed to help local area high school students receive hands-on engineering experience through practical application of math and physical science concepts. Its purpose is to introduce students interested in pursuing careers in the engineering field to the world of work at NAVSEA Port Hueneme. Objectives of the program include helping students gain a better understanding of the problem-solving techniques used in engineering; creating awareness of the breadth of electrical, mechanical, and computer engineering paths; and facilitating an understanding of the connection between school and career.

This unique program is the first of its kind as it provides in-depth knowledge of the work performed by engineers on a daily basis. Rather than utilizing the traditional method of demonstration, note taking and testing, students in the Pre-Engineering Program learn by participating in actual engineering and problem-solving activities in areas such as the Vertical Launching System, Aegis, Underway Replenishment, and Missile Test Procedures.  

The Pre-Engineering Program, offered twice yearly, is a semester-long course and includes students from each of the six, local participating high schools. Students are selected on the basis of their achievement, teacher recommendation, and interest. They receive 2.5 independent study units for completion of the course, which is directed by military and civilian engineers who volunteer their time as instructors for labs and lectures.

Past course feedback for the program, which was piloted six years ago, has been positive among students, NAVSEA Port Hueneme instructors, and district personnel. The program is considered a first step in creating a local “homegrown” workforce by exposing students to the career opportunities available to them at NAVSEA Port Hueneme in the hope they will seek employment in Ventura County after they have achieved their academic goals.  

Located at Naval Base Ventura County’s Port Hueneme site, NAVSEA Port Hueneme is the Navy's premier in-service engineering and logistics center and has been in existence for 40 years. The Division provides test and evaluation, in-service engineering, and integrated logistics support for weapon systems installed in the United States Navy fleet, United States Coast Guard fleet, and many foreign Navy fleets.

For further information, contact the NSWC Port Hueneme Public Affairs Media Representative at 805-228-6150. 
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